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New Zealand Pest Control

In 2016, the New Zealand gcovermment ammounced a plan to elunmate all rats and

other mvasive mammeal species from the country by 2050. These pests thireaten numerous

native species with extimction and cause a great deal of harm to the agriculture industry.

Although i1t 1s estimated that the project will cost around UUSS$S6.5 billion, elimmatmg pests

would result in substantial savings in future spending. as well as significantly reducing

envuoonmental damage and losses to the agricultiwe mdustry. Accordme to ecologist
James Russell of the Umiversity of Auckland, these

reductions 1 spending and losses
would make the project worth the expense.
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